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SUBJECT: NBC/TV DOCUMENTARY - AMBASSADOR TOON 

1 . IN SEPTEMBER 1976 NBC REPORTER STEVE DELANEY IN ISRAEL PROPOSED TV 

DOCUMENTARY TO SHOW U.S. PUBLIC HOW AN AMERICAN AMBASSADOR REPRESENTS 
HIS NATION. DELANEY OBTAINED NBC APPORVAL OF IDEA AND SUGGESTION 
TO USE AMBASSADOR TOON AS HIS MODEL. 

2. WITH THIS IN MIND DELANEY TOOK FOOTAGE OF AMBASSADOR TOON AT 
SEVERAL PUBLIC EVENTS. COVERED MR. TOON'S FAREWELL RECEPTION IN TEL A 
VIV, 

AND HAS ARRANGED TO PICK UP FOOTAGE FROM PAST EVENTS. 

3. IDEA OF TV SHOW WOULD BE TO SHOW THE PROFILE OF AN AMBASSADOR, HIS 

LIFE, HOW HE REPRESENTS THE UNITED STATES, HIS CONTACTS WITH PEOPLE OF 

COUNTRY IN WHICH STATIONED. DELANEY SAYS HE DOES NOT INTEND TO FOCUS 
ON "STATE OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND EITHER 
ISRAEL OR THE SOVIET UNION." MAIN INTERESTS ARE IN "PUBLIC VS PRIVATE 

ROLES OF AN AMBASSADOR, THE NEED TO BE A VISIBLE REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS 
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COUNTRY AS WELL AS A CONFIDENTIAL POINT OF CONTACT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT 
S," 

TO SEE "WHETHER THERE MAY HAVE BEEN A CHANGE IN THE TRADITIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING OF AN AMBASSADOR'S FUNCTION, IN AN AGE OF INSTANT COMMU 

NICATION AND PERSONAL DIPLOMACY BY CHIEFS OF STATE AND BY FOREIGN 
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MINISTERS." 

4. DELANEY HAS REQUESTED 30-40 MINUTE INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR TOON 
BEFORE HE DEPARTED ISRAEL, BUT DEPARTURE PRESSURES PREVENTED 
CONSIDERATION OF FILMING SESSION. NBC ANXIOUS COMPLETE THIS PROJECT 
WITHIN NEXT FEW WEEKS DUE TO COMMITTED DATES FOR SCREENING IN U.S. 

DELANEY PREPARED FLY MOSCOW UPON APPROVAL PROJECT. 

5. AMBASSADOR TOON HAS INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER INTERVIEW 
SESSION IN MOSCOW AFTER PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS PROVIDING 
DEPARTMENT SEES NO DIFFICULTY. 

DUNNIGAN 
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